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Easter -not just aday, a season.

Aswe draw to the end of Easter there are alot of things happening. In our lectionary we
have been reading these past few weeks about the Last Super and Jesus' final discourse
and prayers with the disciples before the momentous events of the find days of his earthly
life. In our Church cdendar we look forward to the feast of Pentecost — the coming of the
promised Advocate, The Holy Spirit. We have just observed last Thursday the Feast of
the Ascension of our Lord — commemorating Christ’s ascension to the Father. In my own
persond life, | have observed thefifth year of my ordination as a Deacon on that very
Feast of the Ascengon five years ago. So, thisisatime for me of profound reflection and
prayer about many momentous occasonsin the life of the Church, and in my own
persond spiritud life.

Today’s Gospel lesson is part of Jesus find prayer to Abba, Father, before those fateful
events which lead directly to his crucifixion.

The readings we have heard over the past severa weeks, taken from the Gospd of John,
record some parting sayings of Jesus—and as | mentioned are known as his farewell
discourse and prayers. "Now the Son of Man is glorified,” Jesus says "and inhim God is
dlorified ... Little children, yet alittle whilel anwithyou ... | will not leave you

desolate; | will cometo you. Yet alittle while and the world will see me no more.”
Goodbye for now, Jesus seemsto say. "l am going away and coming back to you."

Jesusis going away, to be sure. But he is going more in the sense of a homecoming, of
going off to afamily reunion with hisfather. They are so close-Jesus and Abba. We get
asense of this throughout the strange, rhapsodic chapters of John's Gospel. "In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God." In Jesus,
the Chrigt, the word becomes flesh and dwells among us. The author of the fourth Gospel
gives usthe Logos, gives breath and life and form to this Word. He who wasin the
beginning with God, Jesus, the Christas, is preparing in these final chapters of John's
Gospd to return to the beginning, to God ... to the Father.

Heis known to us, then gone. He is present, larger than life. Then hel's absent. Helis
with us, sharing amed, teaching and praying. And then he is taken.



In this Easter season, we hear how he appears. to Thomas and the twelve in the Upper
Room; and again, making breskfast by the lakeshore at the Sea of Tiberius. But just as
quickly as he's known to us, he's gone. He appears then disappears.

But he has promised to come back. To be with his disciples— and us— dways, even to
the end of the ages.

And if He has returned and is with us—with us now — how do we know?

One of the themes— one of the underlying messages — of the lessons of the past few

weeksisthe Cdl of Jesus—to us. In today’ s lesson, we hear Jesus pray to Abba/Father,

“Asyou have sent me into the word, so | have sent them into the world.” Last week we heard Jesus
say to hisdisciples (and to us), “You did not choose me, but | chose you.”

It's about our “cal” —our commission, if you will, from Jesus.

| want to talk about this word — this concept this morning. It’'simportant to me this
season because it’' s a concept — aredity — | have struggled with ever since | began my
journey towards a closer, more persona, relationship with God some twenty plus years

ago.
“Legdess’ and “Rdigious-es”

Language we fdl into that may mean something to the “professiond” but can often be
misapplied by the professiondl, because he or she doesn't redlly understand it, and it is
mogt often misunderstood or only partidly understood by the “non-professond.”

“The Cdl” is one of those words or concepts. | think that it's often misgpplied by the
“professonas’ and misunderstood by the non-professionals.

| think Jesus' find discourse and prayer in John's Gospel, and His Ascension, and
Pentecost have athe world to tell us about what “the call of God” redlly is— about how
we know it, and understand it, and how we respond to it?

When we begin reflecting about what God' s cal means, we start — logicaly enough — a
the beginning. The God of the old and of the new covenant cdled the world into
existence as Creator. And now, in and through Jesus, God calls men and women to
himsdf as Redeemer.

It'simportant to remember that first and foremogt, the call of God isto a person, and this
involves the heart, the mind, the conscience and the will —the whole person. But how?
And how do we recognize “the call.”

With the disciplesit’s quite straight forward. Jesus was there. They heard him say,



“Follow me.” They followed (granted, just like us, hatingly and erraticaly — but they
heard him and they followed). He' s not physically present to us now like he wasto the
disciples. So, how about us? How do we recognize or hear “the cal.”

| submit that for us—asfor the disciples after the Ascenson —it has everything to do with
the Holy Spirit — the Spirit of God — the Spirit of Jesus.

One of my mentors and afriend and guide in my spiritud journey — particularly in my
journey towards recognition and response to my call asa priest —was a Jesuit priest by the
name of Dick Hauser. Fr. Hauser isthe Rector of the Jesuit Community a Creighton
Univerdty and taught the first class | took as | was trying to discern my “cadl” (athough |
redlly didn’t recognize what | was doing, or what was happening at thetime). The class

Fr. Hauser taught was cdled “ Discernment of the Spirit.” And he gave me, through that
class, away of understanding the fundamenta change in human nature — the “new

cregtion” — that results from the Incarnation, Crucifixion and Resurrection of Jesus Chrigt.

Fr. Hauser wrote a short very accessible book entitled, In his Spirit: A Guideto Today’s
Spiritudity in which he argues that there are two models of Chrigtian Spiritudity based
upon two distinct understandings of both human nature and our relaionship to God: one
he cdls the “Western or Sdf-outsde-God Modd,” the other he labels the * Scriptura
Modd or God-in-Self Modd.”

Without going into greet detail, in the God-outsde-Salf or Western modd the existence
of God isnot questioned, but God is seen as residing primarily in heaven, outside of the
saf —out there. The transcendence of God is so stressed that thereislittle or no
acknowledgment of God'simmanence. Thisisthe modd that most of us, especidly in
Western Chridtianity, operate from.

The conseguence of thinking and conceptuaizing using this mode are many:

In this modd, the person is recognized as a complexis of body, mind and spirit — but the
Spirit is seen as human decison-making faculty not in touch with the Holy Spirit. In this
model, God's Spirit has not joined our spirit. This profoundly effects our approach to
spiritudity, primarily in an understanding that al good desires and actions must originate
from our naturd capacities— from our will. Our good intentions and good actions flow
solely from our desire to please God.

In the Sdlf-in-God, or Scriptura, model, God is seen —in the Holy Spirit — as not only
present and dwelling within the person, but for beieversin particular, this Spirit is
continudly active and powerful in our lives.

The fact that we are continudly living in the God-outsde-Self model makes it extremely
difficult for usto discern the Spirit working in and through us.



We are not open to the “movement of the Spirit” because we are congtantly “looking for
lovein dl the wrong places’ —to coin a phrase. We are congtantly looking to ourselves
for our answers. We are self-centered, not God-centered. We may use the terminology of
the Sdlf-in-God mode, but we think in, and operate out of, the assumptions of God-
outsde-Sdf modd.

The thing we congtantly overlook, or fail to recognize, isthat human nature is different
because of the resurrection. The difference is the result of the sending of the Holy Spirit
by Jesus and the Spirit’s new presence in the world in those believing in Jesus. There has
been, in fact, anew crestion.

This God-in-Salf model — fundamentals change in human nature — is seen not only
throughout the Gospdl lessons of the past few weeks, but throughout John's entire
Gospd, as well as being foretold in Hebrew Scripture.

Listen to the words of the Prophet Jeremiah:

| will put my law within them, and | will write it upon their hearts, and | will be their God, and they shall
be my people. And no longer shdl each man teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the
LORD, for they shdl dl know me, from the least of them to the greatest, saysthe LORD. Jeremiah
31:33b-34

Ligen to St. Paul’ swords:

Didn't you redlize that you are God' s temple and that the Spirit of God was living among you? If
anybody would destroy the temple of God, God will destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred;
and you are that temple. 1 Cor 3:16-17

Listen to Jesus own words from our lectionary two weeks ago:

“Abidein meas| abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unlessit abidesin the vine,
neither can you unless you abide in me. | am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abidein me
and | in them bear much fruit, because gpart from me you can to nothing.”

All of these passages are often used to talk about the Spirit’s activity in the Church —and
that iswell and good. But they aso spesk to us on afundamentd level about ourselves—
about the human person, about human nature.

In order to fully understand the New Testament view of the person, it isimportant to
understand the meaning of grace. Paul uses the term often; it means for him everything
God has given usin Jesus Chrigt. The Holy Spirit, then, is redly the completion of what
God has given usin Jesus.



If we consider grace as the power given us through the presence of the Spirit to enter into
deeper relationship with Christ and so become more like him, we begin to better
understand “our cdl.” Our rdationship to Chrigt isSmilar to human rdationships we are
different because of our relationships; in some sense we become like those people we
love. It isthe same with Jesus. As the Spirit draws usinto a deeper relationship with
Jesus, we become more like him. But there is an important difference, adifferencethat is
centra to an adequate understanding of Christian spiritudity. In thisrelationship Chrigt is
adwaystheinitiaor; hisroleis aways primary. Without him we can do nothing he tells

us. We can go to him only because he first draws us to himsalf. Any movement toward
Chrigt, any movement toward good, occurs because he sends his help, his Spirit.

It goes without saying that we have a crucid role in keeping oursaves open to the Lord as
he extends hisinitiative — for we are free to ignore (and often do) his promotings and act
contrary to them — but this should not dilute the fact that we move toward the Lord and
toward good because he enables us to move.

The scripturd modd of the person ingsts that the Holy Spirit is present in us, continualy
active in us and continudly extending initiative moving us away from evil toward good.
Our call, our spiritudity is our effort with grace to become who we truly are. The deepest
level of our being is Spiritual — our spirit united with God's Spirit. Thisisthe leve of our
freedom and love. Here we are free to move out in love toward God and others or to live
asdf-centered exigence. It isat thisleve that the Spirit of God is united with the human
Spirit; a thislevel God's Spirit joins our spirit.

To be true to our degpest nature we Christians have the immense task of becoming aware
of the movements of the Spirit and responding to them at dl times, during our work, our
recreation, our prayer. Thisisour “cal.”

How do we hear it? How do we recognize it? Listen to the words of prophet Elijah:

And [the Lord] said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord.
And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the
mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was
not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in
the earthquake: and after the earthquake afire; but the Lord was not in the
fire and after the fire adtill smdl voice.

Ligten for that “dill smal voice’ degp within you.



